
 



2 

 

First Lutheran’s Mission Narrative 

A 

Church Leadership—Staff 

FLC Mission Narrative, 

Church Staff, Luther 

Story fall 2020….…….. 2 
 

Annual Report Agenda / 

Council & Board 

Members………..…….. 3 
 

2019 Meeting Minutes   4 

 

Bishop Reports.….…. 5,6 

 

Council President, Pastor 

Reports & Stats……. 7-10 
 

Staff, Council & Board 

Reports………….... 11-21 
 

Memorial/Endowment  

Finance Reports.… 22,23 
 

2020 Photos…………. 24 

2020 Annual Report   

L uther Seminary featured our church’s help with the public rally in 
Heights to listen to leaders of color tell their stories of racism: 
“Necessary conversations on race and racism,” by Lisa Renze

-Rhodes. If you’d like to download or view this beautiful publication 
from our website, follow this link: Luther Story fall 2020. Or , contact 
the church office to request a printed copy of the article. 

And nobody would 
question Bonnie Wilcox ’97 
M.Div., senior pastor at 
First Lutheran Church, 
who witnessed something 
more than refracting light.” 

“  

https://flcch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Luther-Story_Fall-2020_Pages-Low-Res.pdf
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT     

Thank you to our 2020 Council & Board Members! 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
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Report from Bishop Ann Svennungsen, Minneapolis Area Synod  

 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
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“The gifts he gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and blown about by every wind of 
doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness 
in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in 
love, we must grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part 
is working properly, promotes the body’s growth 
in building itself up in love.” —Ephesians 4:11-16  

A message from 

ELCA Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
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As 

A letter from the 

Council President,  

Jeff Beck  

“I have seen our 
church continue 
to try and work 
through these far
-reaching issues.” 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
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Senior Pastor Report—Rev. Bonnie Wilcox 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Living Connected: To God and Each Other  

In the Time of Covid-19
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 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Senior Pastor Report—continued 

Pastoral Acts and Statistics   

Dearest First Lutheran, 
We are former members who have 
lived in central Minnesota for over 25 
years. It's still a joy to see dear friends. 
We have enjoyed the wonderful online 
services during the pandemic." 

“ 
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 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Pastor Report—Rev. Jill Bergman  

I 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Board of Spiritual Growth Report—Janet Zarich  

 
 

 
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Children, Youth and Family Ministries Board Report—Rachel James 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

 

 
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Children, Youth and Family Ministries Board Report continued 

Board of Worship Report 

T 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
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 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Worship & Music Ministry Report—Jeffrey Patry 

“ 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT      

Hospitality and Outreach Board Report—Nathan Roberts 

T 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Hospitality and Outreach Board Report  
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Hospitality and Outreach Board Report continued 

Thank you  

A few Special Thank Yous...  2020...“It was the best of times, it was 

the worst of times, 

 
 

But YOU did it! 

“  

My apologies if your ministry team was not mentioned.  
Please contact the church office to add your ministry to the 

listing, or for information to get connected.   
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT     

Building Operations & Administration—Julie Wilson 

H 

 

 
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Faith Community Nurse Report—Jane Bugbee 

F 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Dear First Lutheran,  
Thank you for the Nov. 1 All-Saints 

service that included my husband’s 
name and photograph. All my kids 

watched the service and rang their 

bells along with me! We appreciate 

your thoughtfulness for our family.” 

“  



20 

 

 

Community Garden Report—Dan Fishbeck  

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

In 

Thank you to the many Lutefisk Dinner volunteers who worked to feed over 1000 people on Jan. 19, 2020!  
And to Committee Members: Ruth Dodson, Dorothy Markowitz, Sonja Super, Michelle Young, Cheryl Ballingrud.  

We appreciate all your hard work and commitment to support our church and community  
with this spectacular meal. We look forward to seeing you, and its return!  

Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner - January 2020!  
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Report of the Board of Finance—Chad Habeck 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

T 
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 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Memorial and Endowment Committee Report 
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First Lutheran Church  
Financial Cash Balances 2020  

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

2020 Benevolence Offerings:  

2020 Cash 
Balances 

General 
Checking 

Special 
Project 

Debt 
Savings 

Mortgage & 
Maintenance 

Scrip 
Program 

Perpetual 
Reserve 

Memorial Endowment TOTALS 

Jan. 1 $   13,244  $   269,720  $    7,947   $       33,736   $  10,739  $  106,314   $  34,870  $  1,243,899  $1,820,469  

Dec. 31 $   83,310  $   515,321  $  18,216   $         5,213   $  10,739   $ 107,176   $  42,676  $  1,273,370  $2,106,021  
Net 
Change: $   70,066  $   245,601  $  10,269   $    (78,523) $        -     $         862   $    7,806   $      29,471  $   285,552  

2020 Benevolence 
Offerings 2020 Budget 2020 Actuals Difference 

Mpls ELCA  $  24,237.00   $        24,000   $         237  
WAPO Bible Camp  $    2,000.00   $          2,000   $            -    
Crestview      $            -    
Pushpa  $    2,000.00   $          2,700   $       (700) 
Meals On Wheels  $    2,500.00   $          2,500   $            -    
Prison Ministry      $            -    
Alexandra House      $            -    
SACA*  $    3,000.00   $          7,171   $    (4,171) 
Mission Jamaica*  $    2,000.00   $          5,047   $    (3,047) 
Lutheran Soc. Svc      $            -    
Hope 4 Youth*  $    2,000.00   $          3,066   $    (1,066) 
Sheridan Story  $    2,650.00   $          2,650   $            -    
Other  $                -     $             872   $       (872) 
Benevolence Total:  $  40,387.00   $        50,006   $    (9,619) 
*SACA offset by fundraising   

*Mission Jamaica & Hope 4 Youth offset by Special Offerings 

Christmas 

Memorials 2020  
It has been a long tradition of honoring loved 
ones, living and departed, with sentiment and 
beauty during the Christmas season. Thank you 
for honoring your loved ones and helping to 
beautify our worship space this Christmas season.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear First Lutheran, 
We want you to know how much we have been 

enjoying the services of First Lutheran Church. Christmas 
Eve was so beautiful! So was the Concordia service. 

We live in Missouri now, having moved in 2017 to be 
near children and grandchildren... First Lutheran is near 
and dear to my heart. I am so thankful for this by-
product of Covid--online church. May you, and the 
church, be blessed in this coming year." 

“  

https://flcch.org
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First Lutheran Church  
1555 40th Avenue NE / Columbia Heights, MN 55421-3195 

WEB: flcch.org / PH: 763-788-9653 

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Twin Cities MN 

Permit No. 1813   

CHURCH OFFICE  
is currently closed due to 

COVID-19 crisis.  
Please check our website: 
flcch.org or call for any 

updates: 763-788-9653  

Sunday Online 
Worship 10 AM 

YouTube & 
Facebook Live 

 

Sunday Meal 
Served Curbside 

Drive-Thru  
11 AM—12 PM   

2020...“It was the best of  times, it was the worst of times…” 

flcch.org
http://www.flcch.org

