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HI
W O he first Sunday | ever dressed like a
astor (robe and aJ]!) there was a big
News...... .. .. ,
_ Crisis ini the community that had everyone’s

€ € attention. Pcan’t remember what it was, but |
do remember the pastor's invitation to the
congregation: “We will pray a novena,” he
ey s%i!flrh blank look on my face must have
1 0 mAcNed the rest of the congregation, so
Fac e@orenry MYrfis taught us all what that
WO tsedint. PWas a student-pastor with him at Our

Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Fairfield, CT.
al taff:
De b n‘novena (from the Latin for “nine”) is an

P a sangent prayer practice of the church,
possibly adopted from Roman religions in the
N @a(lysyeags pfChristianity For Christians, the
ed bhjne gaysofprayer echo what the followers
ilid, after Jesus ascended (Acts 1:9)

f Jesys
n  ChoUPEsA
1@y Caléfbﬁl;%re the Holy Spirit arrived on

Pﬁntegorstg'/\cts 2). Jesus told them to wait
togéther for a promise from God. Jesus didn’t
give the most helpful or specific directions—
but those early followers took his words to
heart, spending the next nine days in
Jerusalem, praying together.

On the tenth day, in a rush of wind and with
tongues of fire, the Holy Spirit came to the
people in Jerusalem at Pentecost, and the
world has never been the same again! From
this experience, the novena grew into the
practice of praying to God for 9 days in times
when we’re not quite sure what will happen
next, but collectively, we believe God is up
to something. We pray to have our
imaginations opened, and our hearts
prepared for whatever God does next.

In conversations with the Board for Spiritual

Written by Pastor Susan Debn

o JI 0 iS 0 é n ea@ond Gesrerobig s

Growth (BSQ), the staff, and others from the
congregation and community, it is clear to
me that God is doing wonderful and amazing
things at First: The generous response to
Metro Surge from this congregation is one
example; the vibrant calendar of music and
community events is another, and there are
so many more! I've also been feeling a sense
of something new trying to be born-but | am
not yet sure what that will be? Have you ever
felt this way? It is a strange, yet wonderful,
liminal space.

At the BSG meeting last month, there was this
beautiful conversation about prayer that grew
into excitement for trying a novena together
at FLC. The days between Ascension and
Pentecost are May 14-24 this year, and with
the leadership of the BSG and staff, we’d like
to invite you to join us for nine days of
prayer focused on our congregation, and
what God is doing in our neighborhood that
we might join. There’s no additional agenda
to this prayer time beyond asking for our
congregation to experience open hearts,
piqued imaginations, and hope-filled faith
that God listens.

Using email, social media, and the
announcements made in worship, we will
provide more details about this invitation and
all the ways you might join it. In the
meantime, | hope the fiery, windy Spirit starts
tugging your heart with a desire to join us in
this prayer adventure!

Joining you, joining God,
Pastor Susan
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Financial Update: Thank you!
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Exultate Chamber Choir & Orchestra
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